KITANNING BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING
January 21, 2025
Council Chambers
Meeting called to order at 6:00 P.M.
Pledge of Allegiance

PRESENT: Andy Peters, Chris Schiano, Gerald Shuster, Amanda Slagle, Bill Baum, Thomas May, Les
Ruffaner, Phil Brautigam, and Wilbur Stitt.

ALSO PRESENT: Betsy Hooks, Borough Administrator, and Public Works Director Jim Mechling.

John Shaner spoke regarding the Municipal Authority; they understand that they represent the Council
and the Community for the Council in regards to the Waste Water Management. They always have an
annual budget prepared for inspection at the Municipal Authority and in the newspaper. They also have
yearly audits. They have tried to maintain the rates and only have had one rate increase in the last 12
years. They have a plan in place to address customer complaints and or requests, mostly consideration
for past due bills. They discuss with the customers at the meeting options for payment plans, etc.

He also spoke regarding the positions, they are purely voluntary, he said that having Jim Mechling on the
board is a big plus, Jim and Bill Slagle work closely together and Jim is very knowledgeable with the
sanitary and sewer systems. John asked the Council to please consider to allow Mike Swartz to continue
to serve on the Municipal Authority Board. Mike handles all of the pensions, payroll, all personnel, etc.
and is very dedicated to his work.

Amanda Slagle asked John to explain how the customer complaints or concerns are handled, he said
that they encourage the customer to attend the meeting to discuss.

Wilbur Stitt inquired about the Audit, questioning if it was a State or a Private Auditor, John let the
Council know that it is a private auditor, Turnley and Associates.

The Council entered an Executive Session at 6:15 p.m. and returned to the Regular Council Meeting at
7:18 p.m.

e A motion was made to give Jim Mechling over a three-year period, a rate increase of $.50 per
hour 2025, $.50 per hour in January 2026, and $1.00 per hour in January 2027, to keep him
$2.00 above the highest paid Street Worker. Betsy Hooks, the Administrator, will receive
$1.50 per hour now, to compensate for any additional work that may be contemplated this
year which will be likely to happen. Jeanne DeMore, Police Secretary will get a $1.00 rate
increase this year.

e Motion: Chris Schiano Second: Phil Brautigam Opposed: None
Motion carried



A motion was made to request a Representative from the Municipal Authority to attend all
Public Council Meetings, suggesting Gary Moser, to answer any questions. Council would like
copies of the most recent audit, meeting minutes, all financial information, all agenda items
and meeting dates for the rest of the year.

Motion: Chris Schiano Second: Les Ruffaner Opposed: None
Motion carried

A motion was made to advertise the 2025 Budget for 10 days.
Motion: Amanda Slagle Second: Jerry Shuster Opposed: None
Motion carried

A motion was made to advertise for a Part-time Code Enforcement Officer and a Part-time
Meter Maid.

Motion: Chris Schiano Second: Amanda Slagle Opposed: None
Motion carried

Jen Bellas updated the Council on the ongoing grants, she is still having issues getting/finding
the information needed. She is going to have a meet with Chief Riskosky, Phil Brautigam, Jerry
Shuster, Bill Baum, and the Mayor to try to gather information on the PCCD Police Grant. The
facade grant awarded $50,000.00, Jen is seeking an extension. Amanda Slagle will assisting Jen
on getting more information as well with the Fagade grant.

A motion was made to approve resolution #2025-2, to authorize Jennifer Bellas to submit all
grant applications for the DCNR.

Motion: Phil Brautigam Second: Amanda Slagle Opposed: None
Motion carried.

A motion by Chris Schiano and 2™ by Les Ruffaner to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 p.m.

Betsy Hooks, Borough Administrator / Secretary and Treasurer



