
KITTANNING BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING 

January 5, 2026 

Council Chambers 

Meeting called to order at 6:00 P.M. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

 

PRESENT: Chris Schiano, Mayor Essenwein, Jordan Shuber, Bill Baum, Les Ruffaner, Wilbur Stitt, 

Jeffery Bowser, Kraig Walker, and Eric Hoffman. 

ALSO PRESENT: Chief Joe Riskosky, Scott Kirkwood, Code Enforcement Officer, Earl Kline, Fire 

Marshall, and Public Works Director Jim Mechling. 

 

• A motion was made to approve the January 5, 2026, meeting’s agenda. 

Motion: Stitt   Second: Baum  Opposed:  None 

Motion carries. 

 

• A motion was made by Wilbur Stitt to nominate Chris Schiano for Council President. 

Motion carried.  

 

• A motion was made by Wilbur Stitt to close nominations for Council President. 

Motion carried. 

 

• Motion carries to elect Chris Schiano as Council President. 

Motion: Wilbur Stitt  Second: Eric Hoffman  Opposed: None 

Motion carried. 

 

• Les Ruffaner volunteered as Council Vice President. 

 

• A motion carried to elect Les Ruffaner for Council Vice President. 

              

• A motion was made to reappoint LSSE for Kittanning Borough Engineering Consultant. 

              Motion: Wilbur Stitt  Second:  Bill Baum  Opposed: None 

Motion carries. 

 

• A motion was made to reappoint James Favero as Solicitor for the Zoning Hearing Board. 

Motion: Wilbur Stitt  Second: Jeff Bowser   Opposed: None 

Motion carries. 

 

• A motion was made to reappoint Maher Duessel as Auditor for the Kittanning Borough. 

Motion: Les Ruffaner  Second: Eric Hoffman   Opposed: None 

Motion carried. 



 

• A motion was made to approve the request of the Alle Kiski Strong to hold the East Coast 

Watercross Event June 26, 2026, through June 28, 2026. 

Motion: Wilbur Stitt   Second: Jeff Bowser  Opposed: None 

Motion carried. 

 

• A motion was made to approve the December 29, 2025, Council Meeting Minutes. 

Motion: Wilbur Stitt  Second: Bill Baum  Opposed: None 

Motion carried. 

 

• A motion was made to approve the resolution for the tax anticipation loan. 

Motion: Wilbur Stitt  Second: Eric Hoffman  Opposed: None 

Motion carried. 

 

• A motion was made to approve the Streetscape MOU as presented. 

Motion: Wilbur Stitt  Second: Eric Hoffman  Opposed: None 

Motion carried. 

 

• A motion was made to approve the new garbage truck purchase. 

Motion: Wilbur Stitt  Second: Les Ruffaner  Opposed: None 

Motion carried. 

 

• A motion was made to table the discussions on recycling in the Borough, survey of garbage, fees 

for extra garbage cans, and garbage billing. 

Motion: Eric Hoffman  Second: Wilbur Stitt  Opposed: None 

Motion carried. 

 

• A motion was made to adopt the partnership with ICE to address needs in the community. 

Motion: Wilbur Stitt  Second: Les Ruffaner  Opposed: None 

Motion carried. 

 

• A motion was made to approve the Borough’s participation with 287G, partnership with ICE. 

Motion: Bill Baum  Second: Jeff Bowser  Opposed: None 

Motion carried. 

 

• A motion was made to approve the Memorial Day Ceremonies and Parade on May 25, 2026. 

Motion: Les Ruffaner   Second: Jeff Bowser  Opposed: None 

Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Bill Baum and seconded by Les Ruffaner to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 

p.m. 

 

 

Betsy Hooks – Kittanning Borough Administrator, Secretary, and Treasurer 


