
KITANNING BOROUGH SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 

July 22, 2024 

Council Chambers 

Meeting called to order at 6:00 P.M. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

PRESENT: Andy Peters, Phil Brautigam, William Baum, Amanda Slagle, Wilbur Stitt, Chris Schiano, Gerald 

Shuster, Mayor Williams and Les Ruffaner. 

ALSO PRESENT: Jordan Shuber, Solicitor, Betsy Hooks, Borough Administrator, Joe Crissman, Code 

Enforcement, and Public Works Director Jim Mechling. 

 

• The council entered executive session at 6:05 p.m. and returned to the regular Council 

meeting at 6:16 p.m., having made no decisions. 

 

• A motion was made to approve the July 22, 2024, Borough Council Agenda. 

Motion:  Shuster  Second:  Stitt    Opposed:  none 

Motion carried. 

 

• A motion was made to approve the July 1, 2024, minutes of the Regular Council meeting. 

Motion:  Brautigam  Second:  Slagle    Opposed: None 

Motion carried. 

 

A public discussion was held regarding the funding for the demolition of 204 Market Street, 

Kittanning, PA 16201.  Greg Jones spoke about two proposals that were received from Nextier 

Bank and First National Bank.  Greg mentioned that the two offers are similar, currently we are 

looking at ten years, but we can adjust that.  Greg said the borough has flexibility, we can either 

pay interest and debt or interest payments only.  Nextier has a 5.568% interest rate with a quick 

close, three weeks at the absolute most and First National offered a 4.85% interest rate.  First 

National also requested, with the offer, that the operating accounts that are currently with 

Nextier Bank be moved to First National.  The plan that Greg spoke about was to close the loan 

with the bank, receive the funds and pay Myers Demolition.  We would then explore other 

avenues which includes pursuing the insurance company, the bankruptcy and soliciting grants 

from the State or other sources to directly pay off the debt. 

 

• A motion was made to accept the loan offer from Nextier Bank and to authorize Greg Jones to 

request a lower interest rate and to authorize Jordan Shuber to proceed with the 

requirements necessary under the Local Government Unit Debt Act. 

Motion:  Brautigam  Second:  Shuster   Opposed:  None 

Motion carried. 

 



Amanda Slagle questioned how soon Yamato’s Restaurant could open, Chris Schiano called Jace 

Myers regarding the reopening of Klingensmith’s Drug Store per Dave Cippel’s request, Jace let 

them know that they could both potentially reopen on July 29, 2024, pending consultation with 

the Borough Engineer. 

 

Gerald Shuster spoke about the garbage ordinance, stating that the garbage employees are 

overwhelmed.  He said that some units are putting out 11 bags and suggesting that someone be 

authorized to go out with the garbage crew and give citations to those as a result of the 

violation.  Jim Mechling let them know that the day before garbage pick up would be better to 

look for the garbage violations.  The council requested that the garbage ordinance be put on the 

August 5, 2024, agenda. 

 

Amanda Slagle requested that we get a recycling trailer placed in the borough for the cardboard.  

The Council requested that Greg Jones investigate companies to assist with recycling containers.   

 

Andy Peters spoke regarding the tip page fee and the borough has not raised any garbage fees 

in a very long time.  This will also be discussed at the August 5, 2024, Regular Council meeting. 

 

 

 

  

A motion by Brautigam and 2nd by Schiano to adjourn the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Betsy Hooks, Borough Administrator / Secretary and Treasurer 


