
KITANNING BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING 

March 4, 2024 

Council Chambers 

Meeting called to order at 6:00 P.M. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

PRESENT: Andy Peters, Mayor Williams, William Baum, Amanda Slagle, Wilbur Stitt, Chris Schiano, Les 

Ruffaner, Gerald Shuster, and Tom May 

ALSO PRESENT: Betsy Hooks, Chief Joe Riskosky, Public Works Director Jim Mechling, Fire Marshall Earl 

Kline, and Rebecca Rupert Code Officer. 

• A motion was made to approve the agreement between St. John’s Evangelical Church and 

Kittanning Borough for the handicap entrance that is on the property of the Church. 

Motion: Ruffaner    Second: Slagle   Opposed: none 

Motion carried. 

• A motion was made to approve the March 4, 2024, Borough Council Agenda. 

Motion:  Shuster  Second:  Stitt   Opposed:  none 

Motion carried. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Kathleen Wise spoke regarding a storm drain that is plugged and is causing foundation issues with 

her home and the neighbors.  The drain was repaired by Jim and is still causing issues.  Jim will 

meet with the Manor Township Supervisor to investigate the issue and to get it repaired. 

 

John Placek requested the John Murtha Amphitheater on Friday, March 29, 2024, from 1:00 p.m. 

to 4:00 p.m. 

 

• A motion was made to approve the use of the amphitheater for Good Friday, March 29, 2024, 

with the application packet filled out and proof of liability insurance. 

Motion:  Shuster   Second:  Slagle     Opposed:  none 

Motion carried. 

 

• A motion was made to waive garbage charges for Jess Oressick. 

Motion:  Ruffaner   Second:  Slagle     Opposed:  none 

Motion carried. 

 

• A motion was made to approve the Minutes of the regular Council Meeting for February 5, 2024. 

Motion:  Ruffaner    Second:  Slagle     Opposed: None 

Motion carried. 

 



• A motion was made to accept the reports as submitted by Code Enforcement, Mayor and Chief 

of Police. 

Motion:  Shuster  Second:  Schiano   Opposed:  none 

Motion carried. 

ENGINEER – Bill Braun spoke about the Riverfront Park Bank Stabilization, upcoming opening of the 

Community Development Block Grant, and the Stormwater Backflow Prevention.  

The Council entered an Executive Session for personnel matters at 6:44 p.m. and returned at 7:17 p.m.  

• A motion was made for the Borough Secretary to engage Wyant Accounting for the Borough 

Payroll. 

Motion:  Schiano  Second:  Shuster   Opposed:  none 

Motion carried. 

• A motion was made to increase the Police Chief’s hourly rate to $37.16. 

Motion:  Schiano  Second:  Ruffaner   Opposed:  none 

Motion carried. 

• A motion was made to increase the Street Supervisor’s hourly rate to $28.00. 

Motion:  Schiano  Second:  Shuster    Opposed:  none 

Motion carried. 

• A motion was made to change the Borough Secretary’s job description to Borough 

Administrator/ Borough Secretary and Treasurer. 

Motion:  Schiano  Second:  Shuster   Opposed:  none 

Motion carried. 

• A motion was made to increase the Borough Administrator/Secretary and Treasurers’ hourly 

rate to $24.00. 

Motion:  Schiano  Second:  Shuster   Opposed:  none 

Motion carried. 

• A motion was made to increase the Police Secretary’s hourly rate to $17.00. 

Motion:  Schiano   Second: Shuster    Opposed:  none 

Motion carried. 

• A motion was made to accept the resignation of Jonathon Painer. 

Motion:  Schiano  Second:  Baum    Opposed:  none 

Motion carried. 

• A motion was made for Police Chief, Joe Riskosky, to start recruiting for a new full time police 

officer. 

Motion:  Schiano  Second:  Ruffaner   Opposed:  none 

Motion carried. 

FIRE MARSHALL - Earl Kline spoke regarding the ordinance for nuisance alarms, after 3 warnings the first 

fine will be for the 4th alarm $50.00, 5th alarm $200.00 and 6th and more $500.00. 

• A motion was made for the Solicitor to draft the ordinance for nuisance alarms to present it to 

the Council. 

Motion:  Stitt    Second: Schiano   Opposed:  None 

Motion carried. 



 

• A motion was made to add Wilbur Stitt as a signatory to all Borough bank accounts. 

Motion:  Shuster  Second:  Schiano   Opposed: None 

Motion carried. 

 

• A motion was made to accept the Resolution that Applewold Borough provided regarding 

their decision to terminate the Code Enforcement Officer. 

Motion:  Shuster  Second: Ruffaner   Opposed:  None 

Motion carried. 

 

• A motion was made for the advertisement to sell Borough property located on Cemetery Road 

and Johnston Avenue. 

Motion: Stitt   Second:  Baum    Opposed:  None 

Motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS 

• A motion was made to approve the Resolution for TACT – Town and Country for the Local 

Match for State Operating Funds for 2024-2025 in the amount of $20,598.00. 

Motion: Stitt   Second:  Shuster   Opposed: none 

Motion carried. 

 

• A motion was made to reinstate the Borough’s Civil Service Commission with members Jim 

Peters, Gary Stover and John Shaner 

Motion:  Shuster  Second:  Schiano   Opposed: none 

Motion carried. 

 

• A motion was made to approve the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War to utilize the John 

Murtha Amphitheater for the “Wall of Flags”. 

Motion:  Shuster  Second:  Stitt    Opposed:  none 

Motion carried. 

 

• A motion was made to approve the request by the Kittanning Elks Lodge #203 to use 

Riverfront Park for the Annual Childrens Easter Egg Hunt on March 23, 2024, from 12:00 p.m. 

to 2:00 p.m. 

Motion:  Shuster  Second:  Baum    Opposed:  none 

Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Shuster and seconded by Ruffaner to adjourn the meeting at 8:03 p.m. 

 

 

 

Betsy Hooks, Borough Administrator / Secretary and Treasurer 


