KITANNING BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING
September 8, 2025
Council Chambers

Meeting called to order at 6:00 P.M.

Pledge of Allegiance

PRESENT: Andy Peters, Chris Schiano, Bill Baum, Wilbur Stitt, Les Ruffaner, Fred Laird, and Phil
Brautigam

ALSO PRESENT: Chief Joe Riskosky, Administrator Betsy Hooks, Scott Kirkwood, Code Enforcement
Officer, and Public Works Director Jim Mechling.

A motion was made to approve the request for the Elk Brewery to utilize the parking lot next
to the establishment for their grand opening on September 27, 2025, from 1:00 p.m. to dusk.
Motion: Phil Brautigam Second: Wilbur Stitt Opposed: None

Motion carried.

Carissa Demidio requested to use the South section of the Riverfront Park for the 3™ Fall Festival
on the first weekend in October, she would like to start setting up Thursday, October 2, 2025.

A motion was made to approve the request to close South Water Street on July 29 through
August 3, 2025, from Vine to West High Street for the Ft. Armstrong Folk Festival.

Motion: Wilbur Stitt Second: Chris Schiano Opposed: None

Motion carried.

A motion was made to allow Richard Essenwein of the John T. Crawford 43, Sons of Union
Veterans of the Civil War to remove, clean, refurbish, and replace the Civil War Monument in
Riverfront Park.

Motion: Les Ruffaner Second: Chris Schiano Opposed: None

Motion carried.

Jane Small spoke to Council regarding her ongoing concerns with overgrown weeds and grass
alone the Riverfront. Phil Brautigam suggested the Borough investigate the cost of goats to
clean up the hillside. Tabled until next meeting.

A motion was made for the Borough to cover half of the cost for tree removal at the residence
of Marty Hemmes pending discussions with Chris Zeigler, Rails to Trails, to inquire if they will
be willing to help with the cost. Total cost for the tree removal is $3,600.00.

Motion: Phil Brautigam Second: Chris Schiano Opposed: None

Motion carried.



Council entered an Executive Session at 7:16 p.m. and returned to the Regular Council Meeting
at 7:40 p.m.

A motion was made to hire Chris Airgood as a part-time police officer for the Kittanning Police
Department.

Motion: Chris Schiano Second: Phil Brautigam Opposed: Andy Peters

Motion carried.

A motion was made to hire Jodi Greiser as a part-time police officer for the Kittanning Police
Department.

Motion: Chris Schiano Second: Phil Brautigam Opposed: None

Motion carried.

A motion was made for the Borough’s Solicitor to contact the Labor Attorney to see if it is
possible to start early negotiations with the Police Bargaining Unit.

Motion: Phil Brautigam Second: Wilbur Stitt Opposed: None

Motion carried.

A motion was made to approve the September 8, 2025, Agenda.
Motion: Bill Baum Second: Chris Schiano Opposed: None
Motion carried.

A motion was made to approve meeting minutes for August 4, 2025, and August 18, 2025.
Motion: Wilbur Stitt Second: Chris Schiano Opposed: None
Motion carried.

A motion was made to approve the 2026 Municipal Minimum Obligation for the Union and
Police Pension Plans.

Motion: Chris Schiano Second: Wilbur Stitt Opposed: None

Motion carried.

A motion was made for the Borough Administrator to order two thumb print time clocks for
the Borough Street Workers and the Municipal Authority employees. Salaried personnel will
not be required to utilize the time clocks.

Motion: Chris Schiano Second: Wilbur Stitt Opposed: None

Motion carried.

A motion was made for the Borough Administrator to advertise Request for Proposals for
group health insurance for the year 2026.



Motion: Chris Schiano Second: Phil Brautigam Opposed: None
Motion carried.

A motion was made to donate $500.00 to the Hometown Holiday’s
Motion: Phil Brautigam Second: Wilbur Stitt Opposed: None
Motion carried.

A motion was made to sell the Municipal Parking Lot beside Walker Motors to Ed Walker in
the amount of $54,008.00 which includes paving the Patterson Way Alley for the Borough.
Motion: Les Ruffaner Second: Chris Schiano Opposed: None

Motion carried.

A motion was made for have Trick or Treat night on October 29, 2025, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00
p.m. and The Annual Halloween Parade on October 30, 2025, the same route as past years.

Motion: Les Ruffaner Second: Chris Schiano Opposed: None
Motion carried.

A motion by Bill Baum and 2"¢ by Phil Brautigam to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m.

Betsy Hooks, Borough Administrator / Secretary and Treasurer



