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KITTANNING BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING 
April 5, 2021; 7:00 PM 

Location: Living Water Church Fellowship Hall 
 

MINUTES 
 

The Regular Meeting of Kittanning Borough Council was called to order by Council President, 
Scott Davis.  Andy Peters, Betsy Wilt, Chris Schiano, Joe Kiehlmeier, Lesley Williams, and Mike 
Johns being present.   Phil Brautigam was absent. 
 
Also present were James Mechling, Superintendent of Public Works; Earl Kline, Fire Marshal; Ty 
Heller, Solicitor, Jennifer Bellas, Borough Manager, Richard Pete Harmon, Codes Officer, and 
Scott Kline, Mayor.   Other visitors included Amanda Slagle (DKI), Chuck Henneborn and daughter 
Giovanna (Kittanning Cares), and Nick Vercilla (Leader Times). 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
 
VISITORS REQUESTING TO BE HEARD:   
Chuck Henneborn – Kittanning Cares – Mr. Henneborn informed council that his daughter found 
a needle while picking up garbage in Riverfront Park.  He is asking for cameras to be put up in the 
park.  Mr. Johns told Mr. Henneborn that council would love to put cameras up, but there just 
isn’t the money in the budget.  Mr. Henneborn asked for council to come up with a solution – 
task force needs set up and backed by the police.  
 
Amanda Slagle – DKI – Ms. Slagle was in attendance to seek permission from council to hold the 
Wine Walk on August 14, 2021 from 3:00 – 10:00 PM.  This would also require the parking meters 
to be bagged starting at 2:00 PM in the first two blocks of Market Street.  Ms. Bellas let council 
know that the request was forwarded to Chief Mathews for review.  Mr. Mathews was not in 
attendance at the meeting, and the question was raised if there was already an event in the park 
that same day.  Mr. Johns made a motion to permit DKI to hold the wine walk on the date 
contingent on Chief Mathews verification that nothing else is being held.  Additionally, the 
motion allowed for Ms. Bellas and Chief Mathews to work with Ms. Slagle if a different date was 
needed.  Ms. Williams seconded the motion, motion carried unanimously. 
 
Ms. Slagle also asked council for ideas to store a 53’ overseas storage container that is being 
donated to DKI for storage.  Ms. Bellas informed council that she has been working on the matter 
and most recently talked to the Municipal Authority about it but they are discussing the issue 
with their solicitor.  Mr. Davis mentioned possible temporary locations of the former Rite Aid 
building or the Erdos Building. 
 
Ms. Slagle also mentioned that DKI will be opening up their Business Grant Program soon which 
is a partnership with Nextier Bank.  She will provide more information.  
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MINUTES:                                                                                                                                                               
A motion was made by Betsy Wilt and seconded by Chris Schiano, to accept the Minutes of the 
Regular Meeting of March 1, 2021.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 
BILLS:                                                                                                                                                                         
A motion was made by Chris Schiano and seconded by Betsy Wilt, to pay General Fund Bills as 
presented and to make the proper transfers.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 
Nothing new to report. 
 
 
BOROUGH MANAGER’S REPORT: 
Ms. Bellas informed council that Ms. Vorpe-Seyler was not able to be in attendance and that she 
had asked for items to be covered by Ms. Bellas.   
 
CDBG/DCNR Items  

1. CDBG 
a. Ms. Bellas asked for approval of the 2020 CDBG-CV Cooperation Agreement.  The 

agreement has been reviewed and approved by the solicitor.  A motion was made by Chris 
Schiano to approve the Cooperation Agreement and seconded by Lesley Williams.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

b. Ms. Bellas asked for approval of the 2014, 2017, 2018 CDBG Cooperation Agreements.  
The agreements have been reviewed and approved by the solicitor.  A motion was made 
by Mike Johns to approval all 3 Cooperation Agreements and seconded by Lesley 
Williams.  Motion carried unanimously. 

c. Ms. Bellas informed council that a meeting was held with the gas company, as they are 
doing work along Glenn and Colwell Streets.  Those same streets have been proposed for 
repaving.  Based on the meeting, Ms. Vorpe-Seyler and Ms. Bellas feel that the two street  
repaving projects should be combined.  Senate Engineering Company was asked to 
provide a cost estimate on what it would be to design the Colwell Street project.  Ms. 
Bellas asked for approval to amend Senate’s engineering contract to include $17,342 for 
the design of Colwell Street in preparation of putting the joint project out for bid.  Mr. 
Johns made the motion to amend Senate’s engineering contract and it was seconded by 
Betsy Wilt.  Motion carried unanimously. 

2. The Façade Program Grant Contract has been extended until June 30, 2022.  Ms. Davis and 
Ms. Bellas gave full council an update on projects that have been awarded and their status. 

3. Ms. Bellas asked council to award the construction contract for the John Whelan Park 
Rehabilitation Project (DCNR) to WG Land Company LLC in the amount of $64,150.  Ms. Bellas 
also informed council that this award will require an additional $4,150 in financial 
contribution on top of that already approved.  Betsy Wilt made the motion to award the 
contract and it was seconded by Mike Johns.  Mr. Davis, Mr. Peters, Mr. Schiano, Ms. Wilt, 
Mr. Johns and Ms. Williams voted yes; Mr. Kiehlmeier voted no. 
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The discussion about John Whelan continued and Ms. Williams asked that Ms. Bellas look for 
grants/funding for cameras to be put in the Borough.   
 
Ms. Bellas informed council that a support letter was written on behalf of Hose Company #4’s 
FEMA Assistance to Firefighters Grant Application. 
 
Ms. Bellas asked for approval of Resolution 482-2021 to submit a Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources grant application and to provide a $20,000 cash match for the proposed 
Kittanning Borough Comprehensive Recreation Study.  Betsy Wilt made the motion and it was 
seconded by Lesley Williams.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Ms. Bellas updated council on the information that has been added to the Borough’s website, 
including garbage collection during holiday weeks, the Borough’s Solid Waste Ordinance, council 
meeting information, and office closures.  Additional information needs to be added and work 
will continue.  
 
Kittanning Borough was put in contact with APPI Energy through the PA Association of Boroughs 
to help reduce electricity costs.  The Borough’s current contract with APPI is set to expire on June 
4, 2021.  Ms. Bellas has asked for an updated proposal and the information was included in 
council’s agenda packet.  Ms. Bellas covered the information and asked council to approve 
entering into a new 36 month contract with APPI at $0.04433/kWh.  A motion was made by Mike 
Johns and seconded by Chris Schiano.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
The 2019 Audit has been completed.  Work has begun on getting the 2020 Audit started. 
 
Discussion on the 2022 CDBG Program.  A date needs to be set for the first public hearing and council 
needs to start thinking of projects that they would like to utilize the funds for.  Ms. Bellas will ask if cameras 
are a viable project because of the need.  Council would like to hold the First Public Hearing for the 2022 
program at 6:30 PM prior to the May meeting. 
 
A request for a grant extension of the Borough’s Strategic Management Planning Grant has been 
submitted. 
 
The tentative agreement between the Borough and District Council 84, AFSCME Local 1515 needs to be 
ratified.  A motion was made by Betsy Wilt and seconded by Chris Schiano to approve the request as 
presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
The approved signers for the First Commonwealth Bank account need to be updated.  A motion is needed 
to remove Kimberly Fox, Betty Thompson, and Wilbur Stitt from the account and to add Scott Davis, Phil 
Brautigam and Jennifer Bellas.  A motion was made by Betsy Wilt and seconded by Chris Schiano to 
approve the request as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
There is a vacancy on the Planning Commission.  Any resident that may be interested in the position is 
asked to send a letter to the Borough Office by April 26th.   
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The approved signers for the Ameriprise Financial Account need to be updated.  A motion is needed to 
remove Betty Thompson from the account and to add Jennifer Bellas to the account by Resolution 483-
2021.  A motion was made by Betsy Wilt and seconded by Lesley Williams to approve the request as 
presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
The sink hole along North Water Street was discussed.  Ms. Bellas and Mr. Mechling are working to get an 
estimate of what it will cost to dig and fill the sink hole based on our estimates.  They will bring a 
recommendation back to council at the next meeting. 
 
Discussion on the PLGIT Purchase Card Program.  The program has Traditional Card Accounts, 
Ghost/Cardless Accounts, Department Card Accounts, and Budget Card Accounts.  There are no annual 
fees.  There are spending controls built in – we can set monthly spending limits or per transaction limits. 
There is Employee Misuse Insurance (except on Department Card Accounts), and there is an annual rebate 
program – so the more we utilize the card to make payments and purchases, the more of a rebate we get 
back at the end of the year.  Through the Spend Dynamics Program, we would be able to set up 
cardholders, edit card accounts, manage profiles (credit limits, spending restrictions), and we should be 
able to upload and manage our chart of accounts to track spending by budget code.  A motion was made 
by Betsy Wilt to move forward in setting this us for the Borough and it was seconded by Lesley Williams.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT: - submitted 
Mayor Kline updated council about an initiative that he started on Facebook seeking donations 
to replace Welcome to Kittanning Banners that are faded.  Within 2 days he received $3,000 – 
enough to replace all 30 banners.  Turney Luke at the 700 Shop will provide matching funds to 
order them.  Any left over money will go towards replacing the Christmas Banners that have not 
been put up in the last few years because of the shape they are in.   
 
Mayor Kline asked if the borough could seek donations like he did for specific projects such as for 
the cameras that are needed?  Mr. Heller will look to see if donations made can be a tax write-
off, and it was recommended that if this was to move forward that we discuss creating an account 
of some sort with the Community Foundation.  
 
 
FIRE MARSHAL’S REPORT: - submitted 
Mr. Kline discussed the accumulation of tires outside of AAAA Tire.  This has been an ongoing 
problem with the owner.  He has already been cited through Richardson Inspection Services.  Mr. 
Davis wants to know when the court orders/fines will start working.  The borough has fined the 
owner, DEP has been contacted, and the borough has paid to have the tires cleaned up once.  
Buzz will contact DEP on Tuesday, April 6th about the issue again.  There is a requirement that if 
tires are stored outside, then they need to be sprayed twice a year for West Nile Virus. 
 
Mr. Heller mentioned to council to put a budget line item starting with the 2022 budget for 
Nuisance Mitigation.  This way there is a funding stream for which we can clean up properties 
and file the appropriate liens when completed.   The Borough needs to turn up the heat on some 
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of these properties – Codes, involving Richardson Inspection Services, involving the Solicitor and 
the Magistrate.  
 
Mr. Davis asked that Mr. Kline also look into Kittanning Auto because there are tires and 55-
gallon drums and junk on their property that needs to be addressed.   
 
 
CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER’S REPORT: - submitted 
Mr. Harmon is working with Habitat for Humanity as a liaison. 
 
Mr. Schiano again let council know his being against the international property codes and the 
enforcement of those codes by Richardson Inspection Services.  
 
 
CHIEF OF POLICE REPORT: - not received 
 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT – BETSY WILT, CHAIRPERSON 
Nothing to Report 
 
 
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE REPORT – CHRIS SCHIANO, CHAIRPERSON  
Nothing to Report 
 
 
SEWAGE COMMITTEE REPORT – JOE KIEHLMEIER, CHAIRPERSON 
Nothing to Report 
 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY (POLICE & FIRE) COMMITTEE REPORT – PHIL BRAUTIGAM, CHAIRPERSON 
Ms. Bellas gave Council an update of the meeting held on March 29th – the meeting was a 
continuation to create a policy for how/why funding is set aside for the fire departments.  A 
meeting will be set up with the fire departments to start the discussion.   
 
 
PARKS – RECREATION - REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE REPORT – JOE KIEHLMEIER, 
CHAIRPERSON 
Mr. Kiehlmeier reported on vandalism and drug activity in John Whelan Park and Community 
Park.  In John Whelan Park, between 4-8 pm gangs of young people gather in the park.  Mr. 
Mechling let council know that 2 picnic tables were broken and a toddler crawl tube as well.  Mr. 
Kiehlmeier and Ms. Williams asked for more police presence.  Mayor Kline stated with specific 
set park hours, it makes ticket writing very clear and specific not ambiguous such as “park closed 
at dusk.”  Ms. Williams wants the police to drive up into the park and get out and walk around 
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and engage with those that are there.  She wants citations issued if in the park after hours and 
on the street after curfew. 
 
The Parks committee will set a date and time for a meeting along with the chief and the mayor 
within the next 2 weeks to discuss the signage for the park establishing park hours and enforcing 
the curfew. 
 
Mr. Kiehlmeier asked for cracks along the trail to be sealed.  Ms. Bellas informed council that she 
has spoken with the superintendent to add it to the list of projects. 
Partners in the Park will be holding a Clean-up event at 8 AM on Saturday, April 24th.  Any 
volunteers can meet at that time across from the Elks.  Ms. Bellas has met with the 
superintendent to have some preliminary work done by the street workers. 
 
 
LIBRARY COMMITTEE REPORT – BETSY WILT, CHAIRPERSON                                                                                                                             
Bids were due for the Keystone Grant Kittanning Library Project (lighting, flooring & surveillance 
system) by 3 PM on April 1, 2021.  No bids were received.  Ms. Bellas asked Mr. Heller if it would 
be ok to split the contracts out separately and he agreed. 
 
 
STREETS – BUILDING - MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE REPORT – MIKE JOHNS, CHAIRPERSON  
North Water Street sinking area.  The sonar of the area is completed. 
 
 
CODES COMMITTEE REPORT – LESLEY WILLIAMS, CHAIRPERSON                                                                                   
Ms. Williams held discussion on when the Borough should/could have Spring Cleanup Days.  The 
event will be held the week of June 14, 2021. 
 
 
BUILDING & MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE REPORT – JOE KIEHLMEIER, CHAIRPERSON  
Nothing to Report 
 
 
TOWN & COUNTRY TRANSIT REPORT – ANDY PETERS, CHAIRPERSON 
Nothing to Report 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS:    
Mr. Davis brought to council’s attention that Mr. Henneborn sent a text during the meeting and 
apologized for his comments earlier at the meeting.  Mr. Henneborn would like to hold a 
Kittanning Appreciation Day at the gazebo in the northern end of the park in conjunction with 
Sprankle’s Market and Becks Quality Produce on Saturday, July 24th.  He would also like to hold 
trunk or treat in Community Park on Wednesday, October 27th.  There is some concern with about 
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Community Park not having lights at that time of the year.  Both dates were tabled for further 
discussion. 
 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Mike Johns and seconded by Lesley Williams.  
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 
                                                                          Respectfully submitted, 
                                                                          Jennifer Bellas, Manager  
                                                                          Kittanning Borough  
 
                                                                          
 


