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KITTANNING BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING 
February 1, 2021; 7:00 PM 

Location: Living Water Church Fellowship Hall 
 

MINUTES 
 

The Regular Meeting of Kittanning Borough Council was called to order by Council President, 
Scott Davis.  Phil Brautigam, Chris Schiano, Joe Kiehlmeier, Lesley Williams, and Mike Johns being 
present.   Andy Peters arrived late and Betsy Wilt was absent 
 
Also present were James Mechling, Superintendent of Public Works; Earl Kline, Fire Marshal; 
Tyler Heller, Solicitor, Jennifer Bellas, Borough Manager, Richard Pete Harmon, Codes Officer, 
and Bruce Mathews, Chief of Police.   Other visitors included Nick Vercilla of the Leader Times. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
 
VISITORS REQUESTING TO BE HEARD:   
George Shreckengost – Police Issues – Mr. Shreckengost was not in attendance 
 
Nicole Branan – 506 Woodward Avenue Sewer/Garbage Bill – Ms. Branan was not in attendance. 
 
 
MINUTES:                                                                                                                                                               
A motion was made by Chris Schiano and seconded by Phil Brautigam, to accept the Minutes of 
the Regular Meeting of January 3, 2021.  Motion carried unanimously of those in attendance (Mr. 
Peters did not vote, as he was not in attendance yet.) 
 
 
BILLS:                                                                                                                                                                         
A motion was made by Lesley Williams and seconded by Chris Schiano to pay General Fund Bills 
as presented and to make the proper transfers.  Motion carried unanimously of those in 
attendance (Mr. Peters did not vote, as he was not in attendance yet.) 
 
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 
Mr. Heller reported that he some items that had been carried over from last month.  After in 
depth questions and answers. 
 
Mr. Heller presented an amendment to the Borough’s Vacancy Ordinance, which adds section 
520-19 – Penalties for failure to comply with the terms of the ordinance, and section 520-20 – 
Providing joint and several responsibility for compliance with the ordinance.  A motion was made 
by Joe Kiehlmeier and seconded by Lesley Williams to accept Ordinance 542-2021 as presented.  
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Scot Davis, Lesley Williams, Joe Kiehlmeier, Chris Schiano and Phil Brautigam voted yes.  Mike 
Johns voted no, Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Heller presented an amendment to the Borough’s Ordinance 205-1974 as codified at Chapter 
275, Article II of the Codified Ordinances of Kittanning Borough “the Occupancy Permit 
Ordinance” to require occupancy permits for commercial and industrial structures in addition to 
residential structures.  A motion was made by Lesley Williams and seconded by Joe Kiehlmeier 
to accept Ordinance 543-2021 as presented.  Scot Davis, Lesley Williams, Joe Kiehlmeier, Chris 
Schiano, Mike Johns and Phil Brautigam voted yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Heller presented a resolution to be passed which established a registration fee schedule for 
Residential Properties and Commercial Properties associated with the Vacant Structures 
Ordinance.  A motion was made by Lesley Williams and seconded by Joe Kiehlmeier to accept 
Resolution 480-2021 as presented.  Scot Davis, Lesley Williams, Joe Kiehlmeier, Chris Schiano, 
Mike Johns and Phil Brautigam voted yes.  Motion carried. 
 
BOROUGH MANAGER’S REPORT: 
Ms. Bellas offered condolences to the Bryan Cox family on the sudden and unexpected passing.  
He had been a former council member. 
 
Appointments for 2021: 

- Municipal Authority Appointments: 
A motion was made to appoint John Shaner for a term to end in 2025 by Joe 
Kiehlmeier and seconded by Chris Schiano.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was made to appoint Chris Schiano for a term to end in 2026 by Joe 
Kiehlmeier and seconded by Phil Brautigam.  Motion carried unanimously, with Chris 
Schiano abstaining.   
 

- Zoning Hearing Board Appointments: 
A motion was made to appoint Robert Smith for a term to end in 2023 by Joe 
Kiehlmeier and seconded by Chris Schiano.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was made to appoint Stanley Lunsford for a term to end in 2024 by Chris 
Schiano and seconded by Joe Kiehlmeier.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 

- Zoning Enforcement Officer; Floodplain Administrator; Property Maintenance 
Inspections: 
A motion was made to appoint Richardson Inspection Services by Joe Kiehlmeier and 
seconded by Lesley Williams for 2021.  Motion carried unanimously.   
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Resolution 479-2021 was presented to Council authorizing the disposition and destruction of the 
records indicated on the Documents to Destroy List February 2021 in accordance with the 
Municipal Records Manual.  A motion was made by Phil Brautigam and seconded by Lesley 
Williams to approve the resolution as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Ms. Bellas informed council Waste Management’s base disposal rate will be increased to 
$53.04/ton from $50.76/ton.  Ms. Bellas also explained that there are other fees on top of the 
tipping fees that we pay for disposing of solid waste.  Ms. Bellas will keep in touch to acquire 
when and/or if a recycling trailer will be available through the County and that the Borough 
employees will be monitoring excess garbage (over what is permitted in the solid waste 
ordinance) will be billing residents accordingly.  This conversation lead to additional discussion 
on dumpsters/cans.  The cost of a 2 yard dumpster is $780.00, but there if we would secure one 
for some of the larger apartment buildings, they would be billed accordingly and a cement pad 
would need to be poured at the location of the dumpster for ease of moving.  An ordinance may 
need to be created specifying the requirements for a dumpster to be placed. 
 
The Façade Committee recommended that council approve a payment of an invoice from the 
Façade Grant for Sprankle’s Market, in the amount of $3,100.  The Façade Committee visited with 
project site and verified that the work was completed.  A motion was made by Joe Keihlmeier 
and seconded by Chris Schiano to approve the invoice as presented.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
A motion was made by Mike Johns and seconded by Joe Kiehlmeier to approve a request by the 
Brothers of the John T. Crawford Camp #43, Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil War for use 
of the amphitheater on May 31, 2021 for Memorial Day Ceremonies scheduled to begin at 11 
AM, contingent upon any restrictions that may be in place due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was made by Mike Johns and seconded by Joe Kiehlmeier to approve a request by the 
Brothers of the John T. Crawford Camp #43, Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil War to 
conduct the annual Memorial Day Parade through downtown Kittanning, scheduled to start at 
10 AM on May 31, 2021 at the corner of Vine/N. McKean Streets following the same route as in 
previous years.  The parade will be held contingent upon any restrictions that may be in place 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Ms. Bellas is working with Hose Company #6 on submitting a FEMA Assistance to Firefighter’s 
Grant Application. 
 
The Borough Building’s carpets were scrubbed, the linoleum floors were stripped and waxed and 
the walls were scrubbed by Stull’s Cleaning as per the PCCD grant acquired by the Police 
Department. 
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MAYOR’S REPORT: -  
Mayor Kline updated all in attendance that veteran’s banner applications can be accepted 
without a DD214 accompanying them.  Application forms are available at Sprankles Supermarket, 
700 Shop, BS Outfitters as well as in the Police Station.  The banners should be printed and ready 
to go by spring. 
 
 
FIRE MARSHAL’S REPORT: - submitted 
Mr. Kline discussed with Council the importance of smoke detectors and ensuring that all homes 
– owner occupied and/or rentals have working detectors that meet NFPA standards.  The 
conversation was in light of the fatal fire on January 29, 2021 in the Borough.   
 
Mr. Kline asked if council would be willing to make a donation to the Critical Incident Stress 
Management Team of Butler County.  The team came over on January 30, 2021 to conduct a 
critical incident stress debriefing for the volunteers who responded to the fatal fire on January 
29th.  A motion was made by Joe Kiehlmeier and seconded by Phil Brautigam to make a $150 
donation to the Critical Incident Stress Management Team of Butler County.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Mr. Kline reminded all in attendance that in the 70’s, Council approved an ordinance that banned 
burning garbage in burn barrels.  He would like to remind borough residents of this fact as well. 
 
Mr. Kline informed Council that Hose Company #6 has completed their ISO Rating Audit, and 
Hose Company #4 is in the process.  He is unsure where Hose Company #1 is in regards to their 
audit.  The departments need a 4 or below to keep the insurance rates down for borough 
residents. 
 
 
CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER’S REPORT: - submitted 
Codes Officer Harmon informed Council that he and the owner of the former Rite Aid building 
met and discussed his plans to use the building.  Mr. Ledger is wanting to rehab the downstairs 
and 2nd floor for his business and then renovate the 3rd floor for an apartment that he will live in.  
Mr. Harmon also covered other issues with Mr. Ledger, specifically the fact that his sidewalks 
need to be cleared following every snow within 24 hours and something needs to go into his 
vacant storefront for the time being until he is ready to move on his renovations. 
 
Mr. Harmon informed council that the Hutchison Building has changed ownership and the new 
owner has received conditional approval for occupancy.  Mr. Harmon also informed council that 
he has sent a citation to the owners of the former McConnell and Waterson Building. 
 
Ms. Williams asked if Mr. Harmon could provide his report by month so that they could track 
process monthly. 
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CHIEF OF POLICE REPORT: - submitted 
Chief Mathews covered his report.  
 
Chief Mathews stated that for former WYTM station has changed hands and that the new owner 
will be calling the Borough Manager to discuss what they can do for the Borough. 
 
After the Chief covered his report, Mr. Davis asked who the officers were arresting on scene – 
are they tenants or owner occupants of properties and if they are tenants what is/can be done 
for repeat offenders.  Chief Mathews let Mr. Davis know that if there is an ongoing problem of 3 
arrests in a rolling calendar year, then the landlord receives a fine. 
 
A motion was made by Chris Schiano and seconded by Lesley Williams to accept the Mayor’s 
Report, Fire Marshal’s Report, the Code Enforcement Officer’s Report, and the Chief of Police 
Report as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT – BETSY WILT, CHAIRPERSON 
Nothing to Report 
 
 
 
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE REPORT – CHRIS SCHIANO, CHAIRPERSON  
Nothing to Report 
 
 
SEWAGE COMMITTEE REPORT – JOE KIEHLMEIER, CHAIRPERSON 
Nothing to Report 
 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY (POLICE & FIRE) COMMITTEE REPORT – PHIL BRAUTIGAM, CHAIRPERSON 
Mr. Brautigam reported that a public safety meeting is on the books for February 9, 2021.  He 
also wanted to thank Mr. Mechling, Ms. Bellas and Chief Mathews for seeing that the pedestrian 
sign along Water Street was replaced. 
 
Chief Mathews let Mr. Brautigam know that speed signs that had been approved by Council to 
order have been ordered and they have been placed on backorder twice.  The Chief has placed 
the order again. 
 
Mr. Peters asked if the See Something/Say Something campaign by the Sheriff’s Office was still 
in effect, and the Chief responded with a yes.  Mr. Peters let Council know that he has been in 
repeated contact one of the 4th Ward residents over concerns he/she has but he/she is afraid to 
call 911 for fear that his/her contact information will be aired over the radio.  The Chief informed 
all in attendance that a caller can request that an officer call them back when calling to report 
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something.  He also said that he would see if the newspaper would run an article regarding this 
issue to try and provide clarity to residents. 
 
 
PARKS – RECREATION - REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE REPORT – JOE KIEHLMEIER, 
CHAIRPERSON 
The Whelan Park Improvements – Phase I Project bids are due February 22, 2021.  Ms. Bellas 
asked if anyone from the committee would like to be present when we open bids or if she had 
permission to open them with the Engineer and forward them onto the Planning Office.  Council 
informed Ms. Bellas that she could open bids with the Engineer. 
 
Mr. Keihlmeier asked if Ms. Bellas knew about the upcoming DCNR grants.  Ms. Bellas did know 
and is working on an application for the Borough. 
 
 
LIBRARY COMMITTEE REPORT – BETSY WILT, CHAIRPERSON                                                                                                                             
Nothing to Report 
 
 
STREETS – BUILDING - MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE REPORT – MIKE JOHNS, CHAIRPERSON  
A reminder to all residents that there will be no garbage collection on February 15th due to the 
holiday.  The modified garbage collection schedule for that week will be 1st Ward – Tuesday; 2nd 
Ward – Wednesday; 3rd Ward – Thursday and 4th Ward – Friday. 
 
Glenn Street Reconstruction Project – copies of the contract documents have been sent to Senate 
Engineering Company for execution.  Jim and Jay Quaide from Senate met on February 1, 2021 
regarding the project. 
 
Fair Street Water Issue – Senate Engineering visited the site and has provided the borough with 
what they found and their recommendation.  Mr. Quaide did survey shots of the street now and 
found a small low spot but a large hump that is holding water now.  Corrective measures provided 
by Senate include: 

1. Mill 2” of a 100’ strip and repave.  This option can’t guarantee to get all of the puddle.  
Estimated Cost - $3,500 

2. Put a large load tri-axle truck over the pavement, if the pavement moves, it is spongy 
and the base needs fixed.  Estimated Cost - $11,850 

3. Wait to see if the issue worsens. 
Ms. Bellas let council know that Bill Braun recommends completing option #2.  Mr. Johns and Mr. 
Mechling have been speaking to a local operator to seek prices on digging to put new catch basins 
on Fair Street and on Rayburn Street (which looks like a pond most days).  The operator would 
provide services for $100/hour and estimates to take 8 hours for Rayburn Street.  He is willing to 
do both streets, then the street workers would put the catch basins and pipe in at our cost and 
then we could pave the trenches.  Mr. Heller stated that we would not need a bid to do this due 
to the estimated cost, and Ms. Bellas stated that she would look to see if Liquid Fuels money 
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could be used for the expense.  Phil Brautigam made a motion to allow Ms. Bellas, Mr. Mechling 
and Mr. Johns to get costs to complete the work for both Rayburn Street and Fair Street not to 
exceed $5,000 and it was seconded by Mike Johns.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Johns asked that council move to see what is causing the sinking of the road along N. Water 
Street by the Softball/T-Ball Field.  Mr. Harmon stated that the site once housed the sand for the 
Plate Glass plant that was located there.  There is some concern that if sand was left there, it is 
washing away causing the sinking.  Mr. Mechling said there is about 3’ of asphalt at that location.  
Mr. Johns stated that we need core borings or something along those lines to find out what is 
going on. 
 
A reminder to residents that they may need to move their vehicles in order for the snow plow to 
go down the street, this is especially true of Hawthorne Avenue. 
 
 
CODES COMMITTEE REPORT – LESLEY WILLIAMS, CHAIRPERSON                                                                                   
Ms. Williams reminded all residents that snow must be removed from sidewalks within 24 hours 
of an event. 
 
 
BUILDING & MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE REPORT – JOE KIEHLMEIER, CHAIRPERSON  
Mr. Keihlmeier asked the status of the AAAA Tire code violations.  Mr. Harmon stated that there 
is already a court order on the books. 
 
Mr. Keihlmeier asked about how much salt the Borough was still housing in a garage on the AAAA 
Tire property.  Mr. Mechling stated we were almost out of salt at that location but that we would 
have to continue to utilize the garage because the Bradigan’s garages were too short to allow our 
backhoe free movement in them to move the salt around and we can only hold about 40 tons in 
the garages. 
 
Mr. Keihlmeier asked about Mr. Bartosiewicz and the status of his property and code violations.  
Mr. Harmon stated that another citation could be issued, but there is a court order requiring the 
clean up of the property but that an extension was granted by the District Magistrate due to 
hardship. 
 
 
TOWN & COUNTRY TRANSIT REPORT – ANDY PETERS, CHAIRPERSON 
Nothing to Report 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS:    
Mr. Johns let council know that the Ford City/Kittanning and Worthington Little Leagues merged 
starting with this spring season.  He encouraged anyone in those areas to apply to play for this 
upcoming season. 
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A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Mike Johns and seconded by Lesley Williams.  
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 
                                                                          Respectfully submitted, 
                                                                          Jennifer Bellas, Manager  
                                                                          Kittanning Borough  
 
                                                                          
 


