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KITTANNING BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING 
June 7, 2021; 7:00 PM 

Location: Living Water Church Fellowship Hall 
 

MINUTES 
 

The Regular Meeting of Kittanning Borough Council was called to order by Council President, 
Scott Davis.  Betsy Wilt, Phil Brautigam, Chris Schiano, Joe Kiehlmeier, Lesley Williams and Mike 
Johns being present.   Andrew Peters was absent. 
 
Also present were James Mechling, Superintendent of Public Works; Ty Heller, Solicitor, Jennifer 
Bellas, Borough Manager, Bruce Mathews, Chief of Police and Scott Kline, Mayor.   Other visitors 
included Autumn Vorpe-Seyler (Armstrong County Planning and Development), Aaron Dunbar 
(Visitor), Susan Langham (Resident), John Antonitas (Resident), Josh Walter (Resident), Steve 
Kovach, Mary Ann Hileman and Tom Hileman (Habitat for Humanity) and Bill Blose (Leader 
Times). 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
VISITORS REQUESTING TO BE HEARD:   
Autumn Vorpe-Seyler – Armstrong County Planning and Development – Ms. Vorpe-Seyler gave 
council an update on CDBG and DCNR Projects.  Specifically – the last day for public comment 
regarding the use of the FY 2021 CDBG funding in on May 13, 2021 and the deadline to identify 
a project is July 12, 2021.  The Glenn and Colwell Street Reconstruction Projects were advertised 
and the bid opening was held at 1:00 PM on June 3, 2021.   
 
Colwell Street had 2 bidders – Shields Paving ($195,979.60) and Holbein ($140,274.00)  
Glenn Street only had 1 bidder – Shields Paving ($153,616.00) 
 
The streets were not combined when bid, and the total combined bids were an estimated 
$32,530 over budget.  A motion was made by Lesley Williams to reject the current bids and 
combine the projects into one bid document and readvertise and was seconded by Betsy Wilt.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Ms. Vorpe-Seyler asked for approval of the 2019 Cooperation Agreement as it pertains to the 
CDBG Program.  Solicitor Heller indicated that he approved the document as to form.  A motion 
was made to approve the 2019 Cooperation Agreement by Lesley Williams and seconded by Phil 
Brautigam.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
The contractor for the John Whelan Park Project has been issued a notice to proceed.   
 
Ms. Vorpe-Seyler asked for approval of the payments for the Façade Program contingent upon 
the Façade Committee approving the same as their next meeting is after council’s and rather 
than make the applicants wait another month before processing the payment request.  She asked 
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approval of a payment in the amount of $2,500 for the Meredith Inn for awnings and $2,500 for 
Walker Motors for awnings contingent upon the Façade Committee approving the projects.  A 
motion was made by Betsy Wilt and seconded by Joe Kiehlmeier.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Davis asked Ms. Vorpe-Seyler to give all of council an update on businesses who have been 
approved for Façade funding.  Ms. Vorpe-Seyler provided a list including the 700 Shop, Unity 
Building, Sprankle’s Market (3 projects), Meredith Inn, Walker Motor, Keep Me In Stitches, Dr. 
John Opalka and the Hutchison Building. 
 
Aaron Dunbar spoke regarding the fact he is making a second movie, this one with Dean Cain.  He 
will be filming 4 scenes on July 19, 2021.  He asked permission of council to close North Grant 
Avenue from Union Avenue to Chestnut Street from 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM on that day.  After 
speaking with the Chief, a motion was made by Lesley Williams and seconded by Joe Kiehlmeier 
to approve the closure.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Dunbar also asked if he could film a few shots of storefronts along Market Street.  After some 
discussion about not closing the street for any of the shots, it was decided that as long as he had 
permission from the individual stores, there is no issue with council. 
 
Susan Langham spoke regarding John Whelan Park.  She lives by the park and has attended 
meeting before about the foul language, drug sales, fighting, littering, vaping, inappropriate use 
of equipment, and vandalism.  Little has changed since her last attendance at a council meeting, 
and council asked that she come back with some solutions.  Ms. Langham proposed that council 
close the park for 30 days to rewire the kids who are guilty of the above-mentioned problems.  
She is asking that a sign be placed announcing the park will reopen, what behavior is permitted 
and she is asking that the officers interact with those at the park in a positive way.  If actions are 
not permitted in the park, then citations need to be issued, the picnic tables need to be removed 
from under the pavilion and the bench around the tree needs to be removed. 
 
Ms. Williams told Ms. Langham that the Parks and Recreation Committee met following her last 
attendance to discuss her issues of concern.  Signs are on order announcing those behaviors that 
are not permitted within the park.  It is agreed that the pavilion area is a trouble spot, but in 
order to move it, we need to cut the pavilion legs off level with the pavement.  The Committee 
is struggling with closing the park because it penalizes the good kids who utilize the park. 
 
Mr. Davis also informed those in attendance that council gave the Police/Mayor an order to issue 
citations for violations.  Chief Mathews spoke indicating that citations have been issued.  He 
wished that Cassandra Lamison was in attendance to speak as she approached he and Mr. 
Keihlmeier after last council meeting about arranging group activities to keep the kids busy. 
 
Council asked Mr. Mechling to move the picnic tables out of John Whelan Park. 
 
Josh Walters spoke regarding Fair Street.  He asked when and who would be doing the work.  The 
water company flushed the lines and the water flooded over the sidewalk in front of his house.  
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Ms. Bellas and Mr. Johns relayed to Mr. Walters that the contractor being used was behind in his 
other jobs, but that as soon as he was able to the work on Fair Street would begin. 
 
Tom Wolfe spoke regarding his outstanding sewer/garbage bill.  Mr. Wolfe indicated that he and 
his wife had filed for bankruptcy during a period when he had been ill and that the majority of 
the charges that are outstanding on the bill should have been taken care of during the process.  
Solicitor Heller told Mr. Wolfe to get the Borough the information regarding the bankruptcy and 
then we could look further into the situation.  Ms. Bellas told Mr. Wolfe, that any information 
provided to the Borough will be forwarded onto the Sewage Authority as well. 
  
MINUTES:                                                                                                                                                               
A motion was made by Betsy Wilt and seconded by Joe Kiehlmeier, to accept the Minutes of the 
Regular Meeting of May 3, 2021.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
BILLS:                                                                                                                                                                         
A motion was made by Chris Schiano and seconded by Joe Kiehlmeier, to pay General Fund Bills 
as presented and to make the proper transfers.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 
Solicitor Heller reported on traffic control measures as it relates to speeding and the Borough’s 
liability.  In order to place speed humps or bumps, studies are required.  Should the Borough 
place speed humps or bumps without following the proper protocol, then the Borough is at risk 
of losing liquid fuels funding for the affected stretch of road and by trying to attempt to make 
the road safer with the hump or bump we could inadvertently increase the Borough’s liability.  
He asked that Council consider budgeting in the future for studies and committee time to 
complete the studies.   
 
Ms. Williams asked Solcitor Heller where he was on the draft zoning ordinance to adjust every 
zone within the Borough where applicants must seek permission from the zoning hearing boardto 
increase the number of units (ex. single family home to duplex or duplex to triplex).  Solictor 
Heller has the draft complete but still needs to speak to Jeff Richardson from Richardson 
Inspection Services. 
 
BOROUGH MANAGER’S REPORT: 
A motion was made approving Invoice #59418 from Senate Engineering for the NPDES Permit 
Review for the McKean Street Housing Project in the amount of $472.00 was made by Betsy Wilt 
and seconded by Lesley Williams.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was made approving Invoice #59335 from Senate Engineering for the Glenn Street 
Reconstruction Project in the amount of $548.00 was made by Mike Johns and seconded by 
Lesley Williams.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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A motion was made approving Invoice #59477 from Senate Engineering for the Colwell Street 
Reconstruction Project in the amount of $6,124.00 by Mike Johns and was seconded by Lesley 
Williams.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

A motion was made approving Invoice #59487 from Senate Engineering for the Glenn Street 
Reconstruction Project in the amount of $708.50 was made by Betsy Wilt and seconded by Lesley 
Williams.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was made approving Invoice #59336 from Senate Engineering for the Borough’s 1st 
Quarter Retainer in the amount of $435.00 was made by Betsy Wilt and seconded by Lesley 
Williams.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was made approving Invoice #KT060121 from Grass Root Solutions for the Strategic 
Management Planning Program Project in the amount of $20,420.00 was made by Joe Kiehlmeier 
and seconded by Lesley Williams.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Revised figures have been posted regarding funding that the Borough will be receiving from the 
American Rescue Plan.  The Borough will be receiving $389,578.80 in 2 installments ( ½ this year 
and ½ next year).  Funds may be used to: 1) support public health expenditures, 2) address 
negative economic impacts caused by the public health emergency, 3) replace lost public sector 
revenue, 4) provide premium pay for essential workers, and/or 5) invest in water, sewer, and 
broadband infrastructure.  The Borough must submit a Single Application for Assistance to DCED 
to request the funding.  The application has been started.  Council needs to start thinking of 
projects and the creation of a committee to work on this.   
 
A motion was made to pay the entry fee of $500 to the Armstrong County Landbank by Betsy 
Wilt and seconded by Joe Kiehlmeier.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was made to exonerate the garbage charges for 1165 Wilson Avenue in the amount of 
$2,409.74 and for 130 Campbell Street in the amount of $4,209.92 as Habitat for Humanity is 
interested in these properties to rehabilitate by Joe Kiehlmeier and seconded by Phil Brautigam.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Habitat for Humanity is holding their annual Rock the Block event on June 12, 2021.  Volunteers 
are asked to meet at 8:30 AM at Living Water Church. 
 
A motion was made to close the 100 Block of N. Water Street from Market Street to Arch Street 
from 3:00 PM until 8:00 PM for the Kittanning Elks Lodge #203 to hold their annual Flag Day 
Ceremony by Mike Johns and seconded by Lesley Williams.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was made to make a $50 Donation to DKI when completing the annual membership 
form by Phil Brautigam and seconded by Chris Schiano.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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A motion was made to accept the Strategic Management Planning Program Multi-Year Plan 
Strategy and Implementation Strategy completed and presented by Grass Root Solutions by Joe 
Kiehlmeier and seconded by Lesley Williams.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Ms. Bellas informed council that the Implementation Funding Round opens up for the next phase 
of the Strategic Management Planning Program on July 1st.  Council will need to create an 
Implementation Committee to define the high priority goals to seek funding as a next step.  She 
suggested that maybe the same committee work to create project lists for the American Rescue 
Plan funding as well.  No decision on who would be on the committee was decided.  
 
MAYOR’S REPORT: - submitted 
Mayor Kline sought council’s approval to close the 1400 Block of Orr Avenue from Colwell Street 
to Glenn Street for a Wick City 4th of July Block Parky.  He asked that if council approves, to close 
the street Saturday evening for the event to happen on Sunday, July 4th.  A motion was made by 
Mike Johns and seconded by Phil Brautigam to permit the closure.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
FIRE MARSHAL’S REPORT: - submitted 
 
CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER’S REPORT:  
There was no report submitted nor was the codes officer in attendance. 
 
CHIEF OF POLICE REPORT: - submitted 
 
A motion was made by Mike Johns and seconded by Lesley Williams to accept the Mayor’s 
Report, Fire Marshall’s Report, and the Chief of Police Report as presented.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT – BETSY WILT, CHAIRPERSON 
Nothing to Report 
 
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE REPORT – CHRIS SCHIANO, CHAIRPERSON  
Executive Session was held from 9:25 pm until 9:54 PM.  A motion was made at 9:54 PM to end 
the executive session by Lesley Williams and seconded by Joe Kiehlmeier.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
A motion was made to hire a full-time seventh police officer following the wage schedule in the 
arbitration award by Chris Schiano and seconded by Phil Brautigam.  Motion was carried with Joe 
Kiehlmeier dissenting. 
 
A motion was made to hire a full-time street worker following the wage schedule in the tentative 
agreement by Betsy Wilt and seconded by Chris Schiano.  Motion was carried with Joe Kiehlmeier 
dissenting. 
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A motion was made to accept the resignation of Ms. Bellas effected June 30, 2021 and to permit 
her to stay on to help the new manager and to keep projects moving until a new manager is hired 
at her current hourly rate by Joe Kiehlmeier and seconded by Chris Schiano.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
SEWAGE COMMITTEE REPORT – JOE KIEHLMEIER, CHAIRPERSON 
Nothing to Report 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY (POLICE & FIRE) COMMITTEE REPORT – PHIL BRAUTIGAM, CHAIRPERSON 
Mr. Brautigam made a recommendation to council to hire an officer.  Futher discussion will be 
held during Executive Session.  
 
PARKS – RECREATION - REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE REPORT – JOE KIEHLMEIER, 
CHAIRPERSON 
Nothing to Report. 
 
LIBRARY COMMITTEE REPORT – BETSY WILT, CHAIRPERSON                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
The Keystone Grant Kittanning Library Project bids are due at 3:00 PM June 8, 2021.   
 
STREETS – BUILDING - MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE REPORT – MIKE JOHNS, CHAIRPERSON  
Fair and Rayburn Streets – this was discussed during the Visitor section of the agenda with Mr. 
Josh Walters. 
 
North Water Street Sinking Road Issue – Ms. Bellas updated council on options that could be 
done in this area.  She and Mr. Mechling met with Bill Braun at the site to discuss options.   

1) Mr. Braun recommends contracting with a company to do core boring samples to 
determine what is underground.  Any holes created due to the sampling could be filled 
in with flowable fill (9 parts sand to 1 part concrete). 

2) Place concrete barricades (we would need to purchase at least 5) to block the east 
lane which is the worst, put blinking stop signs (we would need to purchase) on the 
north and south side to only permit one car at a time to travel in the west bound lane.  
The travel lane we will  

 
It was asked that a turnaround be considered on Orchard Avenue for emergency vehicles.  During 
the meeting discussion was held and it was determined that there is not enough room to put a 
turnaround in without digging into hillside.  Ms. Bellas was asked to contact Senate Engineering 
to get specifications of a turnaround. 
 
CODES COMMITTEE REPORT – LESLEY WILLIAMS, CHAIRPERSON                                                                                   
June Cleanup Days will be held on June 14th – 18th. 
 
A proposal was received for Clean Up Days from Phill It Up Dumpsters to provide 1 – 10 Yard 
Dumpster for Electronics at $250.00 and 2 – 15 Yard Dumpsters for Trash @ $350.00 each.  A 
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motion was made to approve the contract with Phill It Up Dumpsters for $950.00 by Lesley 
Williams and seconded by Mike Johns.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
BUILDING & MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE REPORT – JOE KIEHLMEIER, CHAIRPERSON  
Nothing to Report 
 
 
TOWN & COUNTRY TRANSIT REPORT – ANDY PETERS, CHAIRPERSON 
Nothing to Report 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS:    
Council meetings starting in July through the end of the year will be held in the Borough Council 
Chambers. 
 
 
Mr. Brautigam asked if anyone on council would object to him looking into creating annual 
parking permits for those residences that have meters in front of their homes outside of the 
Business District and the 100 blocks of North and South Jefferson Street, North and South 
McKean Street, and North and South Water Street.  Mr. Brautigam was thinking maybe a fee of 
$250/year.  The Chief stated that this could be looked into to discuss and Mr. Johns would like to 
know the pros/cons.  The issue could be discussed at a Public Safety/Street Committee meeting. 
 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Chris Schiano and seconded by Lesley Williams.  
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 
                                                                          Respectfully submitted, 
                                                                          Jennifer Bellas, Manager  
                                                                          Kittanning Borough  
 
                                                                          
 


