
 

1 
 

KITTANNING BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING 
September 13, 2021; 7:00 PM 

Location: Living Water Church Hall 
 

MINUTES 
 

The Regular Meeting of Kittanning Borough Council was called to order by Council Vice President, 
Andrew Peters at 7:00 pm.  Betsy Wilt, Phil Brautigam, Chris Schiano, Joe Kiehlmeier, Lesley 
Williams, and Mike Johns being present.  Scot Davis was absent.   
 
Also present were James Mechling, Superintendent of Public Works, Solicitor Tyler Heller, Samuel 
Sulkosky, Borough Manager, Bruce Mathews, Chief of Police, Earl Kline, Fire Marshall and Scott 
Kline, Mayor.   Other visitors included Josh Walter (Resident), Jeff Bowser (Resident) and Abby 
Karg (Leader Times). 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Council Vice President Peters announced meeting was being recorded for minutes purposes and 
by the Leader Times. 
 
Council Vice President Peters announced that Council would be going into executive session for 
legal and personnel issues at 7:02 pm.  Council came out of executive session at 7:35 pm.   
 
On a motion by Schiano, seconded by Johns to hire Tyler Rumbarger as the Public Works laborer 
position on a full-time position at $15.78 (Tier 2 Group 1 schedule) conditional on successful background, 
credit check and drug testing, unanimously approved.      
 
VISITORS REQUESTING TO BE HEARD:   
Elizabeth McElhinney requested a waiver of late charges and for ORG properties from February 12, 2021, 
to September 9, 2021.  McElhinney indicated that due to the death of her husband Arthur, she did not 
receive bills and thus was able to pay on time.  On a motion by Wilt, seconded by Kiehlmeier, to waive the 
late garbage charges for the McElhinney properties (51 units) from February 12, 2021, to September 9, 
2021, provided the bill is paid within 10 days, unanimously approved.   
 
William Perry, 141 Campbell Street, talked about delinquent refuse and sewer bills from before the 
pandemic in excess of $4,500.  The solicitor stated that we would need copies of the bills in question.   
 
Jeff Bowser, 180 South Jefferson, spoke about issues about receiving a letter from Richardson Inspection.       

 
On a motion by Wilt, seconded by Williams, to secure a contractor to excavate North Water 
Street to determine and correct the subsidence issue, motion approved unanimously. 
 
The letter from the Residents of the Kittanning Villages was shared with Council.  The complaint 
was for the community garden put in adjacent to the cottages on a lot owned by the Living Water 
Church.  The suggestion was made for the Residents of the Kittanning Cottages behind this letter 
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meet with Andrew Laddusaw from Living Waters Church.  The request was made that the 
Borough’s Zoning Ordinance being reviewed to see if a community garden is or is not permitted.   
 
Bill Braun, Senate Engineer, reported that Whalen Park will not need an extension as previously 
thought due to the old basketball hoops came out without much damage to the asphalt.  Colwell 
and Glenn Street should be starting by the end of September 2021.   
 
Bill Braun presented invoice Progress billing from WG Land Company, LLC in the amount of 
$23,049.00.  On a motion by Wilt, seconded by Kiehlmeier to approve payment to WG Land 
Company, unanimously approved.   
 
Agenda for September 13, 2021, was never brought up for approval. 
 

Minutes:  
On a motion by Johns, seconded by Kiehlmeier to approve the August 2, 2021, minutes, 
unanimously approved.   
 
On a motion by Johns, seconded by Brautigam to approve the August 16, 2021, minutes, 
unanimously approved.   
 
Bills: 
On a motion by Johns, seconded by Kiehlmeier to approve paying the bills, unanimously 
approved.   
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 
Tyler Heller reported the ordinance No. 545-2021 for multi-family unit rentals needs to be 
advertised.    
 
Sulkosky stated that zoning ordinance amendments may need advertised along with other 
requirements (public hearing).  Solicitor Heller agreed with the Borough Manager’s statement on 
publication and additional requirements of zoning ordinances.  
 
On a motion by Kiehlmeier, seconded by Williams to approve advertising Ordinance No. 545-
2021, all in favor except Johns voting no.   
 
Borough Manager:  
On a motion by Kiehlmeier, seconded by Brautigam, to approve Invoice #53190 from Jeffrey Associates in 
the amount of $5.871.00.  The invoice is for Whelan Park improvements per DCNR Grant.  Motion 
unanimously approved.   
 
A motion by Wilt, seconded by Kiehlmeier, to approve Façade Reimbursement in the amount of $5,000 
to Turney Luke – 700 Shop, unanimously approved.   
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A motion by Wilt, seconded by Brautigam, to waive the garbage charges for 259 and 265 S. Jefferson 
Street as requested by Justin Brown due to having a private garbage service for a commercial 
establishment, unanimously approved.   
 
A motion to approve by Wilt, seconded by Kiehlmeier, Senate Engineering Invoice No. 59818 for $276.75, 
59819 for $1,330.50, 59820 for $1,644.00 and 59821 for $265.00, unanimously approved.   
 
On a motion by Kiehlmeier, seconded by Wilt to direct the solicitor and the Borough to work on a 
Stormwater Management Ordinance to provide for fees for NPDES Permit fee reimbursement by 
developers.    
 
Councilor Kiehlmeier gave an update on the STMP Implementation Committee meeting from August 26, 
2021, Zoom Meeting with Grass Root Solutions and DCED.  Kiehlmeier spoke about the grant dollars 
available on reduced matching requirements due to lower income communities like Kittanning.  Sulkosky 
talked about the need for accounting, payroll, codes enforcement, police records, capital improvement 
software, planning and ordinance reviews.    
 
Consider a motion to approve Resolution No. 487-21; DCED STMP Implementation Phase 1 Grant.  On a 
motion by Kiehlmeier, seconded by Wilt, to approve Resolution No. 487-21, unanimously approved.      
 
Discussion on Budget Calendar for 2021.  Sulkosky explained the budget calendar and discussed 
advertising the budget meetings in November with ultimate adoption of the budget by December 6, 2021.  
Sulkosky explained he would like to set the tax rate by ordinance instead of by ordinance due to the cost 
savings.     
 
Discussion appointments (multiple) made to the Zoning Hearing Board - currently have two members.  
This will be advertised in mid-September and posted on the Borough website.  Sulkosky asked for 
assistance by Council to help locate potential candidates for the ZHB. 
 
Discussion appointment(s) to the Planning Commission - currently have 3 members out of 5.   This will be 
advertised in mid-September and posted on the Borough website.  Sulkosky asked for assistance by 
Council to help locate potential candidates for the Planning Commission. 

 
MAYOR’S REPORT:  
The Mayor announced Halloween would be October 30, 2021, from 4 to 6 pm.  The Light Up 
Kittanning Night will be Friday, November 19, 2021, starting at 6:30 pm.  With Saturday, 
November 20th as Festival in the Streets with a street closure.    
 
FIRE MARSHAL’S REPORT:   
Report provided in writing.   Buzz Kline talked about the false alarm issue.    
 
CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER’S REPORT:  
None.       
 
CHIEF OF POLICE REPORT:  
Report provided in writing.   
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Reported on the donations received by the police department from the Kittanning Men’s Club 
and Kittanning Eagles for various equipment and supplies.  Chief discussed allowing officers to 
purchase their old firearms when replaced.  Chief has been working with 2Krew for a camera 
system for the 2021 CDBG funding.   
 
A motion by Schiano and 2nd by Kiehlmeier to accept the Mayor’s Report, Fire Marshal’s Report, 
and Police Reports as presented.  Motioned approved unanimously.   
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT – BETSY WILT, CHAIRPERSON 
On a motion by Kiehlmeier, seconded by Brautigam, to accept the Borough Minimum Municipal 

Obligation (MMO) for Police Pension 2022 in the mount of $124,396.  Motion approved unanimously 
 
On a motion by Kiehlmeier, seconded by Brautigam, to accept the Borough Minimum Municipal Obligation 

(MMO) for Non-uniform Pension 2022 in the amount of $53,934.  Motion approved unanimously 
 
On a motion by Kielhmeier, seconded by Wilt, to accept the renewal of the Borough’s Insurance effective 

September 1, 2021, through September 1, 2022, with EMC Insurance.  Motion approved unanimously.   
A discussion occurred on possibly bidding the insurance coverage in the near future since it has 
been about three years since last bid.        
 
Sulkosky addressed the issue of the Borough looking into cyber insurance coverage.  This would protect 
the Borough in case of cyber-attacks.  This would be critical considering the recent rash of unemployment 
compensation claim fraud cases due to PA Department of Labor and Industry computer system hacks and 
the implementation of a borough video system.     

 
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE REPORT – CHRIS SCHIANO, CHAIRPERSON: 
Nothing to Report. 
 
SEWAGE COMMITTEE REPORT – JOE KIEHLMEIER, CHAIRPERSON 
Nothing to Report. 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY (POLICE & FIRE) COMMITTEE REPORT – PHIL BRAUTIGAM, CHAIRPERSON 
A discussion on the Amendment to Agreement for Police Coverage between Applewold Borough 
and Kittanning Borough.  Councilor Brautigam will be meeting this week to work out the wording.   
 
PARKS–RECREATION - REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE REPORT – JOE KIEHLMEIER, CHAIRPERSON 
Nothing to Report. 
 
LIBRARY COMMITTEE REPORT – BETSY WILT, CHAIRPERSON                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Nothing to Report. 
 
STREETS – BUILDING - MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE REPORT – MIKE JOHNS, CHAIRPERSON  
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Discussed the paving of Alleys in cooperation with Habitat for Humanity in the amount of $54,000 
this fiscal year and another $54,000 next fiscal year.  Habitat would like to see some type of 
municipal match.   
 
Discussion occurred on North Water Street and the subsidence issue.  American Rescue Funds 
can be used for stormwater projects.  The Borough has received 50% of the American Rescue 
Funds which are payable in 2021 and the rest in 2022.    
 
CODES COMMITTEE REPORT – LESLEY WILLIAMS, CHAIRPERSON                                                                                   
Discussed the Agreement for Codes Enforcement between Applewold Borough and Kittanning 
Borough.   
 
BUILDING & MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE REPORT – JOE KIEHLMEIER, CHAIRPERSON  
Nothing to Report 
 
TOWN & COUNTRY TRANSIT REPORT – ANDY PETERS, CHAIRPERSON 
Nothing to Report.    
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Chris Schianno made a motion to hold a Town Hall meeting strictly limited to codes issues, 
seconded by Johns, voting yes were Schiano, Johns and Peters, voting no were Wilts, Brautigam, 
Williams and Kiehlmeier, motion fails 3 to 4.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
On a motion by Wilt, seconded Williams to approve the Borough Manager to attend the PSAB 
Fall Leadership Conference from October 8-10, 2021, in Erie PA.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 pm and duly seconded, motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
 
                                                                          Respectfully submitted, 
                                                                          Samuel Sulkosky, Borough Manager/Secretary 
                                                                          Kittanning Borough  
 
                                                                          
 


