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KITTANNING BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING 
February 07, 2022; 6:00 PM 
Location: Council Chambers 

 
MINUTES 

 
The Regular Meeting of Kittanning Borough Council was called to order by Council President 
Andrew Peters at 6:06 pm.  Betsy Wilt, Phil Brautigam, Chris Schiano, Gerald Shuster, Wilbur Stitt, 
Les Ruffaner and Mike Johns being present.   
 
Also present were Samuel Sulkosky, Borough Manager, Mayor Williams, James Mechling, Public 
Works Director, Buzz Kline, Fire Marshall, Claire Osborne, Kittanning Folk Festival and Anne 
Cloonan, Leader Times. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Executive Session was held on January 24, 2022, for personnel issue, no actions taken. 
 
Agenda for February 7, 2021, was approved on a motion by Stitt, seconded by Shuster, 
unanimously approved. 
 
VISITORS REQUESTING TO BE HEARD:   
Claire Osborne and Herm McAfoos, Fort Armstrong Festival, spoke about the car show.  McAfoos 
requested permission from Council to hold the car show, similar to last year, on August 4 to 6, 
2022.  On a motion by Johns, seconded by Brautigam, to authorize the Car Show from 4:00 pm 
on Friday August 5, to August6, 2022, unanimously approved.   
 
Claire Osborne discussed the desire to have a memorial bench honoring Arnold Moss or any other 
idea that Council may have.  Council member Johns suggested a Memorial Pavilion with a 
memorial plaque from the sponsoring organization.  Johns made a motion to permit a memorial 
pavilion with an appropriate plague provided by the organization, seconded by Brautigam, 
unanimously approved. 
 
On a motion by Brautigam, seconded by Wilt to approve a clean up in the park on Saturday April 
23, 2022, with a rain day of April 30, 2022. seconded by Wilt, unanimously approved.  
 
Valerie George owns 118 Oak Avenue next to Courthouse, stated that the latest storm from last 
week flooded her property with Three (3) feet of water.  The water is coming from the PennDOT 
road and Rayburn Township.  Jim Mechling stated that the Public Works Department has a 
appointment scheduled to camera the storm drains to see if a cause can be determined.  Solicitor 
Heller indicated that his office would contact PennDOT to inquire what their position is on the 
water flowing off the road onto the property. 
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Valarie George brought up the property at 636 Hawthorne Avenue.  George indicated that she 
recently acquired the property that had been vacant since 2019.  There are outstanding sewer 
and trash bill going back a few years and no service has been provided since 2019.  Sulkosky 
stated that a written request would be needed before Council can consider any fees.  George will 
be going to the Municipal Authority to address delinquent fees.  A copy of the delinquent fees 
will be provided by the Municipal Authority. 
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT: 
Bill Braun discussed the US Army Corp of Engineers letter citing deficiencies in the flood wall, 
built in 1941.  Braun mentioned that the Corp of Engineers cited three areas of concern are the 
flap gates, culverts and the Spaulding of the flood wall surface.  Braun explained that the Army 
Corp did not have money for maintenance but grant money may be available from the DCED 
Flood Mitigation Grant Program with a 15% match and has a May 31, 2022, deadline.  Another 
issue is obtaining easements for 15 properties adjacent to the flood wall.  Braun indicated that 
he would be doing a cost analysis once the weather permits.   
On a motion by Shuster, seconded by Stitt, to authorize the Borough to take the steps to prepare 
a Flood Mitigation Grant through DCED, unanimously approved.  Solicitor Heller stated that they 
would be performing searches for easements for the 15 properties mentioned by the Corp.   
 
Motion by Wilt to approve by the minutes for the January 24, 2022, Council meeting, seconded 
by Stitt, unanimously approved.  
 
On a motion by Brautigam, seconded by Stitt, to pay bills and make proper transfers, unanimously 
approved.   
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT: Does not have a completed version of the Ordinances.  The Ordinances 
being worked on include a noise ordinance for motorized bicycles, streets ordinance with a 
moratorium on excavation permits for newly paved roads, economic development fees for legal 
and engineering costs and quick ticket ordinance.   
 
Heller updated the Council on the request from Habitat for Humanity to vacate a paper alley that 
is undeveloped by the Borough.  The developer intends on building a single-family residence on 
the site.   
 
Borough Manager:   
 
Borough manager asked Council to consider Resolution 489-22 – Various Appointments to Borough 
positions.   A motion by Wilt, seconded by Brautigam, to approve Resolution No. 489-22, Wilt and 
Brautigam vote yes, Schiano, Shuster, Johns, Ruffaner, Stitt, Peters vote no, motion defeated 2 to 6.   
 
On a motion by Ruffaner, seconded by Stitt to make appointments covered under Resolution 489-22 
individually, motion approved unanimously.   
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On a motion by Schiano, seconded by Shuster, to appoint Senate Engineering as the Borough Engineer for 
a two-year term, unanimously approved.   
 
On a motion by Shuster, seconded by Schiano, to appoint Mechling and Heller, LLP as the Borough Solicitor 
for a two-year term, unanimously approved.   
 
On a motion by Wilt, seconded by Brautigam, to appoint Campbell Durant as the Borough Labor Attorney 
for a two-year term, unanimously approved.  
 
On a motion by Wilt, seconded by Ruffaner, to appoint Marsico Financial Group as the Borough Auditor 
for a two-year term, unanimously approved.   
 
 On a motion by Brautigam, seconded by Wilt, to appoint James Favero as the Zoning Hearing Board 
Solicitor for a two-year term, unanimously approved.   
 
On a motion by Brautigam, seconded by Wilt, to appoint James Favero as the Zoning Hearing Board 
Solicitor for a two-year term, unanimously approved.   
 
On a motion by Wilt, seconded by Brautigam, to appoint Samuel Sulkosky as the Borough Secretary for a 
two-year term, unanimously approved.   
 
On a motion by Johns, seconded by Ruffaner to go into executive session at 7.07 pm for personnel issues.  
Council came out of executive session at 7:55 pm. 
 
On a motion by Shuster, seconded by Wilt, to extend the current employment agreement with Samuel 
Sulkosky with a revisiting of the issue in June 2022, unanimously approved.    
 
On a motion by Brautigam, seconded by Wilt, to appoint Samuel Sulkosky as the Borough RTKL Open 
Records Officer for a two-year term, unanimously approved.   
 
On a motion by Wilt, seconded by Brautigam, to appoint Samuel Sulkosky as the Borough Treasurer for a 
two-year term, unanimously approved.   
 
On a motion by Shuster, seconded by Ruffaner, to appoint Samuel Sulkosky as the Borough HIPAA Officer 
for a two-year term, unanimously approved.   
 
On a motion by Brautigam, seconded by Shuster, to appoint Robert Orgis as the Borough Codes and 
Planning Officer for a two-year term, unanimously approved.   
 
On a motion by Wilt, seconded by Schiano, to appoint Berkheimer as the Tax Collector for LST and EIT for 
a two-year term, unanimously approved.   
 
Sulkosky explained to Council that Local Share Account Statewide Program – could be used for Police 
Vehicles and/or DKRC Streetscape Project.   
 
MAYOR’S REPORT:  gave a report on current conditions and states of disrepair of the police 
department conditions.  Items covered included ceiling tiles, plumbing fixtures, computers, 
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vehicles, floor tiles, vehicles and the overall current states of repairs.  The mayor pledged to 
improve communications between the police department and all other agencies.    
 
FIRE MARSHAL’S REPORT:  Written Report 
 
CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER’S REPORT: Written report provided, and verbal report provided. 
 
CHIEF OF POLICE REPORT: Written Report  
 
On a motion by Johns, seconded by Ruffaner to accept the Mayor’s, Fire Marshall, Codes and 
Chief of Police Reports as given, unanimously approved.   
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT – BETSY WILT, CHAIRPERSON 
 
On a motion by Johns, seconded by Brautigam, to approve Ordinance No. 546-2022, an Ordinance 
amending the non-uniform pension plan administered by the PMRS, unanimously approved.      
 
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE REPORT – CHRIS SCHIANO, CHAIRPERSON:  Nothing to Report. 
 

SEWAGE COMMITTEE REPORT – LES RUFFANER, CHAIRPERSON: Nothing to Report. 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY (POLICE & FIRE) COMMITTEE REPORT – PHIL BRAUTIGAM, CHAIRPERSON 
Applewold Borough Agreements for Police Protection: a meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 
9, 2022.   
 
Mayor Williams provided an update on the current police fleet and the need for a couple new vehicles.  
On a motion by Wilt, seconded by Brautigam, to approve Resolution No. 492-22, authorizing the purchase 
of a 2022 Ford Interceptor from Tri-Star Motors COSTARS #013-146 with upfitting from Central PA Truck/3 
Echo at a cost not to exceed a total of $51,653.10. 
 
On a motion by Johns, seconded by Shuster, to approve the tentative agreement for police services with 
Applewold Borough, unanimously approved.   
 
On a motion by Shuster, seconded by Johns, to rescind the previous Codes Agreement approved  
 
On a motion by Wilt, seconded by Schiano, to use ARP Funds to pay for the police vehicle covered under 
Resolution No. 492-22, unanimously approved. 
 
PARKS – RECREATION - REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE REPORT – WILBUR STITT, CHAIRPERSON:   
Johns suggested that future memorials could be something other than bricks or benches since 
the interest in these have waned.   
 
LIBRARY COMMITTEE REPORT – BETSY WILT, CHAIRPERSON:   
Nothing to Report. 
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STREETS – BUILDING - MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE REPORT – MIKE JOHNS, CHAIRPERSON  
Discussion occurred about taking the Christmas trees out of Riverpark.  Ms. Osborne address the 
tree question.                          
 
CODES COMMITTEE REPORT – STITT, CHAIRPERSON                                                                                   
Borough Manager gave a report on the ZHB that held on February 2, 2022 for 107 Hazel Street - Variance 
Request was granted.  ZHB scheduled for February 16, 2022 for 1165 Wilson Avenue. 

 
TOWN & COUNTRY TRANSIT REPORT – ANDY PETERS, CHAIRPERSON: Nothing to Report 
 
NEW BUSINESS:    
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Held earlier in the meeting for personnel issues.  Borough Manager current 
Employment Agreement extended.    
 
ADJOURNMENT:  A motion by Schiano and seconded by Wilt to adjourn the meeting at 08:40pm, all in 
favor.   

 
 

       Respectfully submitted, 
                                                                          Samuel Sulkosky, Borough Manager/Secretary 
                                                                          Kittanning Borough        
 
 
 

                                    


